
NIETZSCHE AND WAGNER.

THK ST Rt OP A BROKEN FR1KNDSIIIP

AND*__.I-.ED l_B_f_- N1F.TZ-

INSANITY.

~ ;th of Friedri.-h NtetSBf.B incvitably
.y af an .'. friendship

the vlolonr-e '. i_d end was only
ec-alled by the | rcvity of Ita existence. That
story wfil have I be .Ued "The cas*- of Ni.-tz-

as the book in arhst. the German writer
d frcrr. V votee to his

fieroest enemy was cao-^.1 "The ra?» of Wagner."
Th* real canae of Nietzsohe's break wlth the
ms-n wham he _o__1 for fcur years is not

known, snd is not likely to t»e cleared up by
tbe death of the pbilosophic champion of egoism
nnd pSBBs__aa. Both men were not only hu¬
man. they were altogether too human. and it
wo.fi be r_K.:r.g a great deal to ask one to be¬
lieve that as_ey was an ir.'.el-

ial t__utioB and r< v . .sion pure and simple.
break came at a moment when the two

sh-'-uld have been one m a happineaa so supreme
->- i o_d not poaaibly have

ts 1 for a n i.nt. Wagner was in
of a flream, an am-

.v-..in had ever entered the
' N"ic-tz.srhe had heralded the

consun :tb an :- 1 eloquence
also withctit psral] Tet tbe herald's txumpet

Fl_EDRICH NIET7.SCHE.

rt ..f the tnumph. and
next heard they shake the

walls of Wsag.Btisa like the blast tLat
"erst threw down

Feriet.a aabstaatia] town."
...st affected oy the pother were
- among the friends of Wag¬

ner's art Cor to 1 there was the same want
Kr in Bayreuth"

Both were the
" fen :.'.;- brain, more bent ov.

a in the in-
rhaps mon

i!d) to the ir-
;han to those wh

'.. -..- rhan for b
regei eratlon of

lism, and the
which he 1 ia his prose

ree or four years ago of a

:" Nietrache, written by his sister,
after his iaaanity

l. added considerably to the
l the r d the two men, bu*

We
l

and
:.aps

gl Frau

h^r
th< glnning of the
_:hfu; philologist and the mature

i of a Btrangelj
¦:;an, an ad

Ll
s still a devoted Wag-
r. Bernsrd Forster. waa

- of Wagner's that he went
Irft. and founded a cotonj

.-;.-.
* :zir.g aome of the tbeoi.s for

regen-ration of mankind which Wagner
in "Art and i

-<i. and his widow has atace then been her
_a_ brotber'a nurae and oterary secre-

It is mah ly from her book that this ax-

of the relstiooa betw« en Wagner and

Ki zsche is drawn.
y niet for the first time at the hou>
Brockhaus. Wagner's sister. ln Leipsic, In

ajaaher. 1».8c Nietzsche was then twenty-
| - y-ars old ar.d Wagner flfty-s^ven. The
your.ger man. hav ing abandoned theology. ha 1

KtuMsi phuology in the universitles of Bonn
Bl : laeipsic Five monthts after his meeting
with Wagner he was appointed professor

. in the UnlvetaUy of Bflle,
Pwitzeriat.. Within flve weeka after be had

made Bsie his home he had aought out Wsgner
st h_ hoiuc in Triebschen. on Lake Luccrne,

had been rec-ived and invited to spend Whit-
amoaday with him. He came again and again.
and appears to have fallen under the lnfluence
of tbe dramatist as under a spell. The wild-st
hyperbote will not suffieo him to pi.-ture the
greatn< as and the eharm of his friend. Here are
a few expressions from letters written at the
time:

Wagner is all that we had hoped of him: a
great md lavish mind. an enonretio mtnd, and
an entraneingly amiable man.

1 have found a man who, as no other. revealsto me the likeness of what Schopenhauer calls
"the genina." This is no other than Richard
u agner, about whom you must believe no Judg-menl that appears in the press, the writmgs of
muslcal ptdants. etc. No one knows him, no one
cHn judge him, for all the world stands on an-
>:h. r foundation and is not native to his atmoa-
phere. In him there reigns so unconditional an
ideality, so deep and touching a humanity. so
subHme an earnestness of life, that near him I
feel myself in neighborhood of the divine.

1 have my Italy, like you, only that I eannot
By there oftener ihan from Saturday to Sun¬
day. Ita name is Trlebacben, which is already
¦juite a home to me. Latterly I have been there
:.»ur times, and scarcely a week elaptes hut a
letter makes the same journey. What I learn,
near, see and understand there is indescribable.
Bchopeahaoer and Goethe, .-Escnylus and Pin-
dar are still alive. believe me
Wh.-n you come and see me we must co to

heii. It is an inflnite enrichment of one's
Hfe to meet auch a genlns at close qcarters.

rything i:*±i . best anilju..
knit with the names of Schopennauer and
Wagner.
In this spirit of enthuslastic for a

man wl : to him Schopienhauer, Goethe,
JEochylus anl Pindar, all into one, Nietz-

red the fists to do battle for
Wagner by publishmg in 1n~2 his "Geburt der

ius dem G ler Musik" r'The
larth of Tragedy Out of the Spirit of Muslc**).

ie new art-
work. In th.- same y.-ar 1 ! the laying
of the cornerstone of th- festival theatre at
Bayreuth and visited Wasrner. At. East.-r, 1^7.".
he goes to the Wagnerian Mecca again, and
takes part in the meeling of the Patronats-
verein, v.h.js-1 aim it was to assist Wagner with
money for the flrst festival. He s-:es again on

ara invitation ln August, 1ST4. Meanwhile there
were evidences of a growing eoolness in the
frier.dship, and in the August visit there may
have been a quarrel over Brahms. At any r

there is an anecdoie from Mme. F.'.rster-Nietz-
sche's book, told in the translation made by
William Ashton Ellis for the preface to Volume
VT of "Richard Wagner's Prose Works."

My brother and I heard the "Triumphlied" of
Brahms in the Bale CathedraL It was a spl-n-
did performance and pleased Fritz very much.
When he went to Bayreuth in August he took
the planoforte arrangem-.nt with him, appar
ly in the naive beiief that Wagner would lik
I say "apparently." for upon iater retlection it
has occurred to me that this red bound
"Triumphlied" was meant as a sort of goa !.
and therefore Wagner's prodigious wrath s<
tO have been not altog-ther .^roundless. .--" I
will leave the continuation of the tale to Wa,*-
r.er. who had an exquisite fashion of satiri-c.:.-*
himself:

IT brother set this ted book on the piano;
whenr-v-r I went into the drawing room th>
thirg stared me in the face; it exasp-'rated
as a red rag to a bull. Perhaps I guessed
Nietxsche wanted it to say to me. "See here

r man who can turn out something g
and one evening I broke out with a vengeance."
Wagner had a hearty laugh at the

"Wha ii'i my brother aay*r" ! -i^k.-d in
..larm. "Nothing at all." answered Wag
He aimply blushed, and looked at me in as

modest dignity. I would gr
hundred thousand mark-

always .:'s ar. Immense advai
world." That story of Waizre r

ny mir.d at this morti.-nt (spring '-""

"Fri'z," I said, "why didn't you teil that
ah-.tit Brahms's Triumphlied".' Wairner rt
the whole l.hing to me hims-!f." Frita 1
atraight before him and held hia

he said, Peneath his br.-ath, "Laisbt
Wagner was not great."

Here Wagner se *ma to have been
too human"to suit th.- gentle Nietxsche, who

ibly as much ama:

.f character and ill-temper in hla
as he had formerl> bet at th.- great-

f his i r a thorn in
the ls he still is to the 1

a" Vill i W ihnfr ...

:. - "Triumph.
: :n honor of Germany's triumph

Frare-e. into the hous- of ihe man who had cele-
tbat triumph with his ' Katserman

..-> ..ff.-nce f.;r which "the master" f.-lt it hia
nd his di£ !. '.il-

boy. He may have iaughed nt it afterward. bur

tbe time, we warrant, he fully justitied
-.-.- thal that time

it." **tlil thert
although Nieizsche

al invitationa given to

him to heir th*-
Nlbelungea" m 1ST." Meanwhile, he was writ-
ing hia herald:-* fanfare, "Rlchard Wagner at

Bayreuth," whicb appeared n the early part of

July of the ?"- tr 1876. Ni-i/Th- fol¬
lows it to the Wagn-r^aa Mecca huvit"., formed
th- purpt ar all of tbe rehearaals and all

f the perforniancea. He heara the r.-h.-arsals

and rushes away without warnins even to his

¦T. who conie« to jota him. To Jud-^e by a

,irk in an unpuldished sketch written in

lsTS he had found himself deeeived. My fauit

was "n cosaing to Bavreuth with an ideal: 1 had

.xp. ri-n e the bitten-st undec-eption." Anl

,vhil<* ex-pertencing this undeception ho found
himselt always the centre of admiring Qircles,
who praised his brochure until he could no

loager endure hearing ita Utle, And Wagner
was among the tlatterers. Frau Fdreter-aNiet-t-

<,ho is anxlous to show that Wagner did noth-

,ng to ofTend her brother. "Wagner. in fact. dis-

played the utmoat eagerneas to honor and di»-

tinguish him in every respect; but Fritz with-
drew from these marks of esteem wherever he
could; this loud and noisy praise of Wagner's
was repugnant ts him." He returned to Bay-
reuth to hear four performances, but kept him¬
self as fn.r as possible aloof from the coryphantie
throng of worshippers.
The men met only a few times after l*7f> in

the course of _ visit to a mutual friend St
Sorrento. Nietzsehe had already begun work on
his .Mensehliches, Allzumenschliches" ("Human,
Altogether too Human"), ln which he began to
lampoon his former master. In 1888 came "Der
Fall Wagner" ("The Case of Wagner').the hit-
terest attaek on the Bayreulh mast-r's works
and theorles that has ever been prlnted. Tow¬
ard them Wagner's public attitv.de always re-
mained dignifled and reserved, and six montha
after the issue of this book night settled down
over poor Nietzsche's mind forever. There ls
evidence a-plenty that Nietzsehe always con¬
sidered himself aggrieved and never forgot the
intellectual debt which he owed to the early
meetings at Triehsrhea Even after he had
written "Der Fall Wagner" he wrote: "Here.
while I am speaking of the recreations of my
life I lack the word to express my gratitude for
that whieh formed my deepest and my heartiest
BO.ce. This beyond all doubt was the intimate
eirnmunion withRichard Wagner. I would give
little for the rest of my human relations; at no
prlce w.iulu I cut out of my life the daya tt
Triebschen, daya of trust. of cheerfulr.e-- ¦;
sublime Inapirations, of deep rn.inu-nts. I know
not what nh.-is have gone through with
ner: our heaven was never traversed by a
cloud." On the authority of an unnanm-d writer
in the "Revue des deux Bfondes," 1!
Ptewart Chaniberlain says <r. his book on War
ner that shortly before insanity enshroud

ffietzache j .urneyed to 1.1.
to Triebschen, and sat there apart by the lake
apparently occupled in traeing signs in the sand;
but when his companion bent .'.own to look into
his face she saw the tears streaming from his
eyea

It would be Idle to attempt to flnd anj
of reconciliation between the )..¦. k- whieh

pro and those which he wrote
Wagner. On both Bides there are evi-
in abundance of that <-urse

dialectic.the love of phrase for th-- s
phrase and th.- want ..f conviction f rtified or

fact. More than any oth.-r -. :

oritics of the transeendental kind
music of their own words, and hav:mr an art
that is so largely aubjective to deal with they

.er than all oth.-r critics from the thralls
of logic, reason and common Pretty
words suffiee them for praise and fulg
phrases for argument. It would be q
wise t.. cite Nietzsehe against Wagn.-r
him. There is no more rie.-d to take him
s-riously in eithtr of his attitu.les than John
F. Runcimay ..r Hernard Shau (pardon, shade
»f Nietxacfa > But h>- has been a power in the
w..rld in the pr
ophy. and his iugglery with words was amazing
Musicians wlll ne.-d not I r.g hav
with him, but rnoralists will. With Their dis-

ris we have nothing to do; it will suf-
B .. the pres rnt ;.-: ring jether a
few expreasions to show how
s. mersault which h.-
ner matter. I:: 187<
Wagner was
art, but of art Its relati n te

humai. as a miu

of lang
The k- rnel ¦.:' his ns

ls a

ing thi
earth. The Helli nia

isk of
Alexai and th.- ;a
l;:ii\ -r world b-ir.g now

ntly Orientalixed longs airain t.. l>^- ll-l-

!. nized. and out of this longing there haa
need of a s.-ri-s of anti-Alexandera, and

one of them is Richard Wagner." B-t ween

Kaiit are! Eleates, b nhau -r and
ind Richard

r, rli-r.- ar>. such affinities that 01

feel th.- relat ..'. ideas of time.
he abaolutely free art ist, wbo

do otherwise than think in all the arts
at once," the reconciler ar-.;! mediator b

seemingly sundered spherea, "'he reatorer of
unity and totallty in the artistic faculty"; "it

ia more than a hgure of apeech to say that h*

rprised Nature with his gase; that h- has

aeen her naked." and so at last the advent of
rnag lan and benefact. among

mortals, the dlthyrambic dramatist." etc
Th.-ri comea the revulaion and now the

Nietzsehe who had thus eztoUed th.- artrst Wag-
itr ioubted if he was either dramatist ..r

musician. He did not know, indeed wbether or

not the god of his eartter idolatry was entitled
te be called a German or even a human b.-ing
("Menach"). "ls h>- r.ot a disease"" li

sure. however. that he was "a modern Cagi.s-
tro" who had "made music ill,*' a "mast-r of
bspnotir- trieks." His music is "endleeeni.
without melodj within him there arises flrst the

hallucination of gesture and to rit that h

for tone semiotik.' His music is the gym-

aasl of ugllneaa on the tightrope of discord";
his rnanner of musical development is "poverty-
atrickS. emnarrassed, amateurish"; he is ad-
mirable only ln the mountain of trifles, the

"gre.itest mimaturist in musie. capable of

squeezing an inrinity of aignit.ance apd aweet-

ness Into the tlniest space'; Wagner's music, in

brief. is "simply bad music. perhaps the worst
that has ever been written." Nietzsche dis-
cusses Wagner'a notioaa of redemption, and, tak¬
ing "Lohengrin" as an illustration, reduc-s the
fundamental idea of Us story to any one of four
formulas, of which the reader may make choice:
First, "Hyaterical young women prefer to be re-

deemed by their physicians." Second."The
worst of results may follow if one does not go
to t.ed betimee.*" Third -**H is best not to know
t.»o much abOut the person one marries."
Fourth" "Loheiigrin" contalns an anathema
against resean h and baquiry. In it Wagner rep-
resenta the Christian conception: Thou must
and shalt believe' It is a crime against tho
Highest and Holiest to be scDntiflc" That will
suffice. H. E. K.

ANT1QUK NEFS:

S1I.VER MODEI.S OF SHIPS OF FORMER
DAYS-THE DUKB OF SAX.E-COBURG'8

UaNIQLE COM.KCTlON.

From The London Telegraph.
Among the artistic hobbies which ha\e been

taken up warmly by varlous members of the
royal family none was, perhaps. more lnt«rt»ati
ing than that ..f the lat- Duke of Saxe-Cobarg in
:h- collection f antique nel I lels of shipa
in .-ilver. Concernlng these, his Royal Highnt-ss
was both an enthusiast and an expert, and the
speclmena he amassed, nurnt.-r.ng just apon
forty, lnclude aome of the Bnest ever turned out
bj aixtet ntl enth and eighteenth cen-
tury goldsmitbs. In arthuic cirdea at the pr- sent
time much sum. tists as to the ultimate

f the unique and intrinsically ex-
tremely valuable colleeti r.. and it la suga-ested
that It would form an appropriate mt-murial of
on- held ln sach d-ep respect throughout the
navy ii they could be aequired for the na

what was
the wish of the late Duke >.n th- subjecl since

death of their aon, but it may be
pointed i ut that In no form of art.stic har.di-

re ur great public treasure houses so
There te no ea¬

at al! in tbe British Mus-um. South K n-

aington ia little better off, while in the Wallace
coll' tion. at Hertford House, so boundlessly
rich in almost every concelvable object of beau-

is to [.. Y- t in the ..UI
lela were frequent s'ifts between

being
wlne. In t very in-

constructed with the grcatcat
.ar.- and accuracy, and pcaeeaa, tberefese, the
additlonal blstoric vnu.- ..f ii'.ustrating correctly

ea and ris; t* the flghting ships and mer-
chantmen whicb carried "T if an elder
day. who sacked the golden ports."
The Duke lent the collection to he shown, it

. mt.ered. at the Royal Naval Exhi-
f 1891. where they o.nsti'uted one of

Bt n> ta 11-- fcatures .>f the Loan Art Sec-
ti-ii. All displayed were admirable examples of
< >lil French, < d.l Dutch. Nuremburg, or Augs-
burg craftsmansbip, anil were embellished with
an immense amount of fascinating detaiL One

Inreest of ihe seventeeath century was
iel of *h- three masted Feiicitas. made

il N .'. ml ':r;r entirely in parcel gilc She is
shown under ful! sail, with flghting tops ln the
masta, and the hull ia b-autifully chased with a

triumphal proceasit n of Neptune and the sea-

gods. A aomewhat sm-iller one. made at the
same town, has only two masts, but has a large
two st< 1 deck house. Grouped upon
her ar- soldiers sailora men and w*imr--,. and
tfhe carries Jiuns both on deck and at the p. ,rt-

Frencb speclmena beara the
name *. md has .-t covered deck wi:h tw>

officers and women, men and sailora Her flags
md up* n tl rlous crt sts and

A pair .-f Datch ex-
ar- thr pen decked ships

¦ew and aeveral aol-
shot. The

and there are

twelve
.tt the

\. :¦ h -..nscription.
In this one there are

Those who kr.-'A tl -

Duke'sirlties tlwaya
i,- . l any to b -usht. and

thren of the Trinity House. wishing to
th- twenty-frfth anniversai
wlth ihat famous eorporatioB,

in a two feet long
Nuremburg in 1650, representing a trader. One

the co..

portra* a and
black braves. In abnest all the s Iver r silver-
gilt hulla stand upon two pairs of little wbeels,
so that they may he conveyed easily along the
table from guest to guest to fulfil their original

It would be an g bypath in rhe ftelds
of the b s bandicraft to dlscover when
theee quaintly deligbtful toya passed ut of
favor. Very small specimena of boats and aall-

pa may occasionally be seen at the well
i d dealera in old plate. and are generally

qulckly aequired i>y dlscerning women for their
"Ml\er tabi-s." But thew efa are aa-
suredly very Bcarce, and must at all times have

Ktremely ccstly. The two nv.-U celebrated
aaodela in allvet ar-\ of course, the

beautlful pair representing the Britannia an.l
th.- Victoria. which were the offering of the

Navy ar.d Marines t tbe ^u-en on the
n of her Jutiiee m 1SS7. For the rej,re-

sentation of the noble battleshlp, so aadly lest a
fe*a yeara later, a -*.-¦ f exact drawtnga to .». a!e
were prepared, an l tbe Onenesa of th- work in
this may be Judged from the fact that each firn
ot" her Nt r lenfeldt armament, with its carriage,
can be stood upon a tlorm, and weierh:. half an

ounce, 'hough it coataiaa no fpw-r than one
hundred and elghteen pi.-s: and in the Britan-
nia the rigging and other details are ladieated
w:th equal deli.-a¦.>*. Some few owners >f BUC-
cer-sful racing yacbta have had them repr
as miniatures in silver. hut the idea s by no
means a anckneyed one at present. From in-
cidental in-iuiries it appears however that the
war has brought knto fasbionable favor tha
naval field gun in silver as the adjunct of tho
amoking room table to contain cigara or cig-

and these are faultletsly correct tn
their proportionate adherence to the ori-;inal
lines.

FOR 8U8PEN8I0N.
From The Chicago News.
Hearl- He said lf I refused hlm I would flnd

him suspended from a tree in the park,
Ruby .What did you say. U
Pearl.I offered to loan him our hammocfe.


